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YANKEE HEROES.

I They Sank the MBrrimac by

L Sampsons Orders.

jp RAN HER INTO THE CHANNEL.

1 Hobson and His Seven Men Blew

Her Up and Are Prisoners.

ter A Part r Oar Plan to DImIc the Channel

aud nettt Up Cervera There Were Man J
ill Volunlnere lor the Danseron Work The

f learner llu.bed Into the Harbor lleler
I a Terrific Kpnnl.h Plr Tha Ancbered

, Her la Mldchanuel. Bmbarbed la a

f nonbsat, and Bravely Pnehed OIT Af

ter leltlne OIT an lateraal Itzplaelve

5? The me Calller link la the Chanae- l-
"

Tho Klght Gallant Men. Unable ta Make

Their Tsar Hark Thrnusb tbe Hall of Pro.

f jrelllrf. Gate Tbemeelve 17 no Prisoners.

fecial Cable Dttpateh to Tnc Sum.

i'f KiNdSTON, Jnmnlcn, June 4. TnE Sun's

t despatch boat which has Just arrived here

brings details ot the sinking of what tho
Ifi Spaniards called an American auxiliary
(wjF cruiser In the entrance to tho bay of Santl--B- r

ago yesterday afternoon. Tlio first ndvlccs

Syjjk rccuUed hero and cabled to Now York were

fTjfQ from a Spanish source. These were to tho
fcWjfM. effect that tho Spaniards had allowed the

CTv vessel, which wan really tho collier Merri-
ll ('" mac, to pass tho llrst lino of submarine
J i mines guarding tho entrance, but when sho
,' t reached the second lino a torpedo was sent

i against her, with the result that she was

j " sunk. This was, of course, a Spanish lie--

' tlon. The facts are as follows:

, Admiral Sampson, who is now In com- -

I mand of the American fleet off Santiago,
S' determinod to block tho entrance to pro- -

? '
vent the cscapeof Admiral Cervtra'n squad- -

5!Sk f011- - This decision was arrived at as part
fttr of the plan of the American Government.

k The intention is to use the land forces to
9f compel tho capitulation of Santiago and

ill1 the surrender of Admiral Cervera's nquad- -

if' ' ron. By sinking the Merrimac in the chan- -

;
I nel the egress ot the Spanish ships is

, prevented, and there is. therofore, no

I i f danger of their putting to sea and escaping

a eomo stormy night when tho American
E ships would bo compelled to run out for

N sea room.
Jl j Once the plan of blocking tho entrance

lUV) was decided upon, tho Merrlmao was
Yft selected for the purpose, as owing to her

J 1 v length D30 feet she would completely
I 'jf ) close the chanuol, even if she did not sink

K directly across it.
RfMT Admiral SampBon caused it to lie known
K ' aboard tho ships that volunteers were

l wanted for tho perilous tuk of run- -

!j uing the vcmcI past the batteries and
sinking her. It was a desperate under- -

taking, as every man in the fleet know, for
1 the. chances were very great that if the
I Merrimac passed tho batteries unscathed

fiW she would 1o blown up by a mine. This,
J however, did not deter either officer or

A I men from volunteering.
,(MjY In fact, they Jumped at the chance

end many signified their willingness
to carry out the Admiral's plan.

The latter found considerable difficulty

in picking out tho eight mon that
wore required for tho work owing to

IYu tho great number that had volunteered.
Some of tho men were much disgruntled
to And that they had been passed over In

the selection.

Finally, however, Naval Constructor Ilob-o- n

and seven other men were picked out,
1 the former commanding the gallant crew.

They at once went on board the collier, where
preparations were mad for tho work
ahead of them. After everything had been
arranged tho officers and crew of the Mer-

rimac left her, going on board the Texas.

Then, with everything in readiness, and
with those on board of her facing
what appeared to be sure death, the

9 Merrlmae started for the entrance at
8 o'clock Friday morning.

' For some unknown reason the Spaniard
made no attempt to blow up the vessel with
their mines, but they did direct some ofI tho Ore from the batteries upon her.
She was hit a number of times, but
the shots did not check her progress

and she went along until she reached the
narrowest part of tho channel, when she
dropped her anchor. Her headway caused
her to drag considerably, but finally the
anchor checked her aud sbo swung broad,

side on to the channel.
Then tho men set off a torpedo stored

('' away in the fore hold, aud entering a
,' rowbost pushed off. There must havo

I been a large hole torn in her hull by the
I explosion which followed, for she sauk In a
J. tort time.

Jfj Meanwhile. Constructor Hobson and the
?A brave men with him were pulled away
If from the ship. The Merrlmae gave a
7 lunge and plunged to the bottom, go

'II . lii(f,''dowir in from thlrtv-fly- o to forty
fi -- WSJ

it -- fihr '""-- - -

feet of water. Part of her moke-stac- k

end mast project above the water.

It was, of course, Impossible for Hobson

and h.!s crew to pass out of the harbor In
face of the Are from the batteries.

They therefore calmly proceeded to row
to the Cristobal Colon, the flagship of the
Spanish squadron, where they yielded
themselve prisoners of war.

Though they had shut oft all chance
of escape for tho Spanish fleet, Ad-

miral Cervcra recognized and admired
their bravery. They were treated
kindly, and later In the day the
Spanish commander send out a boat with
a flag of truce to Admiral Sampson with
an offer to ezchango his prisoner for some
of the Spaniards who nre now confined at
Atlanta.

Admiral Sampson could not arrange to
do this on his own responsibility, but ho
ha cabled to Washington for permission
to effect the exchange.

Tho prisoners wero taken shortly after
their capture to Morro Castle, where they
will be confined until their exchange can
be effected. Among the eight men is
Clausen, the coxswain of the New York.

The flag ot truce was carried to Admiral
Sampson by Capt. Oviedo, Admiral Carve-ra'- s

chief of staff. He told Admiral Samp-

son that the prisoners had requested that
provisions and money be sent to them.

This request was cheerfully acceded to
and the monoy and supplies were taken
back on the boat on which Capt. Oviedo
visited the American flagship.

Tho sinking of the Merrimac was caused
by a small torpedo that had been arranged
in her lower hold. This was connected by
electric wires with the quarterdeck, from
which It was exploded.

Tho men aboard of the Merrimac ran no
danger from tho explosion, and It Is sup-

posed that thoso who were wounded re-

ceived tlioir injuries from the shore bat-

teries.
Admiral Cervera, who has spent somo

time in the United States, complimented
the men upon their bravery.

His appreciation of thoiractwas shown
In his note to Admiral Sampson, in which
he requested an exchange of prisoners

of tho bravery of those ho had
captured.

The American naval officers speak in
highly complimentary terms of the chiv-

alry displayed by Admiral Cervera, and
aro wishing for an opportunity to return
his kindness.

Cadet Powell, who was the last man to
scexj.icut. Hobson before hla start, and
who had charge ot the launch during lta
perilous trip, after much needed sleep told
the story of his experience. He said:

"Lieut. Hobson took a sleep for a
fow hours, which was often Interrupted.
A quarter to two o'clock he came on deck
and made a final inspection, giving his
last instructions. Then wo had a little
lunch.

"Hobson was a cool a a cucumber. About
2:30 o'clock I took the men who were not
golngon the trip Into the launch and started
for the Texas, the nearest ship, but had to
go back for one ot the assistant engineers
whom Hobson finally compelled to leave.
I shook hands with Hobson the last of all.
He said: "Powell, watch the boat's crow
when wo pnll out ot tbo harbor. We will
be cracks, rowing thirty strokes to the
minute."

" After leaving the Texas I saw the Merri-

mac steaming slowly in. It was only fairly
dark then and tbe shore was quite visible.
We followed about three-quarter- s of a mile
astern. The Morrimao stood about a mile
to the westward of the harbor and seemed
a bit mixed, turning completely around,
finally heading to the east, she ran down,
then turning in.

"We wero then chasing him because I
thought Hobson had lost hi bearings.
When Hobson waa about 200 yards from
the harbor the first gun was fired from the
eastern bluff.

"We were then half a mile off shore,
close under the batteries. The firing In-

creased rapidly. We steamed In slowly
and lost sight of the Merrlmao In tbe

moke which tbe wind carried off shore.
It hung heavily.

" Before Hobson could havo blown up the
Merrlmao the western battery picked up
and commenced firing. They shot wild,
and we only heard the shots.

"We ran In still closer to the shore and
the gunners lost sight ot us. Then we heard
tho explosion of the torpedo on the Merri-

mac Until daylight we waited just outside
the breakers, half a mile to the westward
of Morro, keeping a bright lookout for the
boat or for swimmers, but saw nothing.

"Hobson had arranged to meet us at that
point, but, thinking that some one might
have drifted out, we crossed In front of
Morro and the mouth ot the harbor to the
eastward. About 5 o'clock we crossed tbe
harbor again within a quarter of a in Ho

and stood to the westward,

"In passing we sawone sparof thoMerrl-ma- e

sticking out of tbe water. Wehngged
the shore Just outside ot the breakers for a
mile and then tumed toward the Texas,
when the batteries saw us and opened lire.
It was then broad daylight. The first shot

fired dropped 80 yards asUrn, but the other
shoti went wild. I drove tho launch for
nil sho waa worth, finally making the New

York. Tho men behavod splendidly."

Hair Itatea ta lleatrral.
Fiftieth aaalTtrttrv of tl. Utr'i (Xeiull) Collar

at Moairul. Hew York Coairei will ecu. Uskeu by
Tsrtotu route to Montreal, Jua 17 to so,

to Jul 1. at ou tin for ransa uu. Bee
Hew TWOeagtariufoprtWBJjtt.-atf- M.

Dlamoads at auctlea oa salon Mrau. Bujers
bar tattaty-foo- r boor to rsoale jtooda before

for them. II and g dally.. Toe JijuutaaSaying, eaiay, IT TJta faa.tifu,
a. w. a. Mr. a. w.

Tbe popular suauatr collar.
Xtkava. Masodts, ,.

iii iniiiiiilin 'liyiinriwiiiniiiiMiiiiiTiiri mi

Th debble fublleklas C.
tew aad beautiful lUutrsted edition of Balsao la
Psal'ii ba bad ou lb tuoal farorabl term. Ji

Co, Uowtft baUeUac, tl. Y.- -4.

Tbena A. aWleea'a Itaet Triumph. jj
Th"atao4ard " Theeheapeit blfh-grai- t pbouav Jj

la Uo wot!. SL Jams Bclldlar, 20tb st. aad X
dar.-4d- r. I

Vferih Mlag. li
UBMar supr Lean Offlc sad safe Depart! Taslta, 1

UT?M4tAi.aarBro4way-4- . j jj'

BAUPtowa aocovnt or it.
Tbe klabla r tbe Merrlmae DrlrOr Teld-T- be

Amlral fae Cervent Caaaet Beeaar.
WisniNOTOK, June 4. This cable dsinateh

from Admiral Sampson was mad publlo by th
Navy Department this afternoon:

"Mout, Haiti, June . Suooeeded In tlnklon
Merrlmao In tho channel ot Bantlaffo y at
4 V. M., Juno 8. This was carried out most
gallantly under command ot Naval Oonitructor
Ilobton and leven men. By flat; ot truoe from
Cervera, sent In recognition of their bravery,
am tnformea all aro prisoners ot war. Two

slightly wounded. Requeit authority to ap-

prove exchange. It poeilble, between those and
prisoners at Atlanta. Blxof Bponlih squadron
In th harbor of Santiago, unable to avoid be-

ing captured or deitroyed. SaMraoN."

The sinking ot the collier Merrlmao In Santi-

ago barbor, thus cutting off means of esoapa for
Cervera's sqqadron, has put the Government
officials in a happy slat ot mind At th
Navy Department olttoera are congratulating
ono another over what Commander Hobson has
done. Titer breath easier now in the certainty
that the Bpanlsh shlpe cannot get away. The
fear that a hurricane would drive the squadrons
of Sampson ana Sohley from the blockaded port
and permit Cervera to escape hie certainly
vanished. Storms are no longer dreaded. While
It will be neoessary to keep some vessels oft
Santiago to prevent th onsmy trom attempting
to remove the wreck of the Merrimac, the whole
American fleet can safely go away If stress of
weather makes It necessary, and not return to
Its vigil off the port for several days. Th re-

moval of the wreck will be a big undertaking,
and cAnnotbe accomplished In lrss than a week.
Fomo oulcors think that three weeks of uninter-
rupted work will bo necessary to clear th
channel of the obstruction.

Th corking of Santiago's bottle-shape- d har-

bor will not make any change In th plans ot tho
Administration. For the present tbe combined
sqindroDS now under Admiral Sampson's com-

mand will remain thero without doing anything
more than keeping the Spaniards from attempt-
ing to remove tho Merrlmao or erecting new
batteries. The plan of attacking the fortifica-
tions and forcing a passnge through tho d

torpedo flrldsn 111 remain In abeyance now
lint tbo Merrlmao's mission hns been aciom-vllshe- d

successfully Eerything now depends
on tho movement of tho military force to be
sent to Snntiugo. Until the land expedition
arrives there the ships will tnko it easy. Ad-

vantage will be taken of tbe opportunity to
cloan tbo bulls of some of them, which aro
covered with foul vegetable and marine
growths, and all tho vessels will (111 their co 1

bunkers. It Is not unlikely that the smaller
ships will go Into some quieter harbor on the
southern coast of tbe Island to take on conl.

When tho army forco reaches Santiego active
operations will begin with the intention o( cap-
turing the city. Its fortification, and Cervera's
ship. How soon tbo military expedition will
reach Santiago th War Depnrtment authorities
will not tell and tbe naval authorities have given
up guessing. Much critiUamof thearmyls being
Indulged In by naval men. Tbey believe tbat
th army administration is unnecessarily slow,
and are chafing oter tho delay In getting
troops to support the naval forco. Every
bour of delay means more to tbe enemy than It
dooa to the United States, they contend, aa It
will permit tbe strengthening of old and tho
election ot new defences about the beleaguered
town at points which the guns ot tho American
ships cannot reach from their present pooltlon
outside th entrauc to the bay. Tue Joint, at-
tack la to begin as soon as tho beary siege gun
of the United Htatea are alaced. The erection
of these will be an undertaking that nlll proba-
bly lead to unavoidable fighting by the land
forces, bat. according to tho view of naval offi-

cers. It will b don with greater case if there Is
no further delay.

Admiral Sampson' official despatch, received
this afternoon, said that six Spanish ships wero
In th barbor of Santiago, unable to avoid being
captured or destroyed. This is indicative of tho
Intention of tbe Navy Department to mako
quick work of Cervera's squadron. Th sis
vesssls are th armored cruiser Vlioays,
Oquendo, Infanta Maria Teresa, and Cristobal
Colon, and th torpedo boat destroyers Furor
and Pluton. Until Sampson's despatch cam
th department had not received positive In-

formation tbat all alx were tbere. Sobley bad
seen thre cruisers and both destroyers, but the
fourth armorclad hal not been algbted. In
ending word to Sampson by boat

thathewonld exchange Hohion and his craw,
Admiral Carvers gave the first intimation to th
world that he was still In Santiago, and dis-
posed of tbo report circulated by the Spanish
Government that ho was on his way to th
Philippines. Tho reports said to bar come
from Santiago that Cervera would attempt to
destroy th Merrlmao and effect a Junction
with Admiral Camara'a Cadiz squadron are re-

garded at th Navy Department a the veriest
nontfeneo. In th first place Cervera caunot re-

move the hull of tbo big collier, and if he could
Sampson would be ready to knook hla vassal
Into smithereens. I! cannot mako any Junc-
tion with Camera, for the latter has not left
Cadis. Th Navy Department knows this posi-
tively. Late Ut night a meaaago cam from a
trustworthy source saying tbat th reserve
squadron wa still at ths BpanUh port with no
prospeot of an early departure,

Th advantage gained by linking the Merrl-
mao In the entrance channel at Santiago cannot
bo overestimated. The project emanated with
th Naval War Board, and it members ar feel-
ing very happy over th success of their
scheme. Thoy at first dooidad to send som old

cuooners to Santiago to occupy th spot where
the Merrlmao lies, and, as told In Tue Suit at
the time, telegraphed to officers at Key West
and Tampa to get tbreo vessels for tho purpose.
Aftemard the schooner plan wa abandoned
on account of tbe delay that would b
caused by aendlng sailing craft around to the
southern coast of Cuba, and th fulfilment ot
the project wa left to the discretion ot Admiral
Sampson. In th Merrlmao tbe Admiral found
Just tbe vessel he needed. Bh had developed
defect In her machinery and would b of littl
us without extensive repair. Assistant Jtngl-nea- r

Crank, tbe engineer ollloer attached to the
collier, had reported to the Navy Department
that ibe wa in a bad way, and he fouud consid-
erable difficulty In making her tnglnes
work. This condition settled th fat
of the vessel. Bb km selected to be
used as an obstruction to navigation at
Santiago, and Sampson proceeded to carry out
tbe idea of tbe War Hoard us soon as ho Joined
Krhley, Ths Merrlmao was sunk, according to
tho opinion of officers here, at the first tut n In
tbe channel after passing th eutrnnco, Capt.
Charles D, Slgsbe ot tho St. Paul, whose opinion
Is valuable bscause he wa at Santiago ten day
ago, luld Tils Sun reporter that tho
channel was ory narrow at tb first turn, aud
asblpaslarge as the Merrlmao would effectu-
ally block egress and ingress for vessels HVo th
cruiser under Cervora. Othor officers, ono of
whom, Capt, John It. llartlett, chief of the
Nuvnl Intelligence Office, bad been In Santiago
barbor thre times, oipressed the same view.

THE HERO OF SANTIAGO.

nonaos'a nAztina dekb vxdkr
ins TJttx oir tub strxiux's avus.

With Saion Men U Seattle ib Merrlmao la
tba Mealh r ntln narber Admiral
Cervera neeosalse Ilia drarerr ana Offer
I Birbancn Rim and tb tlallaat Men
TVha Accompanied Ulna In II le Perlleu
Dndertabln-tlfrert- rT Herbert Sal e no
la ar lb llnir or TV bleb Uereee Ar Had.

WaBinsOTOy. Juue 4. When the nnmcamo
from Admiral 8ampson late this afternoon that
Naval Constructor Rlohmond Pennon Mobson
had commanded the Merrlmao In her perilous
undertaking naval officers wer nstonlsbsd.
Tholr surprise was not due to the belief that
Hobson wa not capable of performing such
a daring deed, for ho was considered a man
of undoubted oourare, but over tho selection
for the work of a member of a corps that Is less
concerned with hostilities than any other branch
of the naval establishment. The Idea ot putting
a constructor In charge of the molt important
project that ha been undertaken In the
West Indie tines the war begun was
a novel one to Hobson's brother offi-

cers. They were wondering what lb all
means. A constructor Is supposed to sta)
ashoro, looking after the building and repairing
of ships In which otliors must do the fighting.
II ut Jlobion-ha- formed his plans to bo In tho
thick of tho present trouble, and having been
successful In overooming tho prejudice against
asslgnlug constructors to sea duty, had grasped
hi opportunity and turned out a hero.

"He I of the stuff that tbey make heroes of,"
said Col. Hilary A. Herbert, former Secretary ot
th Navy, who, as a Representative In Congress
from Alabama, appointed young Hobson to th
Naval Academy. Everybody else In Washing-
ton thinks tbe asm and Itfbso who
know the hero ot the Merrimac nre recalling In-

cidents In hi career to show how well fitted ho
wa for performing a died of remarkable gal
lantry and Judgment.

Just how Admiral Sampson camo to select
Hobson Instead ot some officer of tho line, the
fighting branch ot tho service, nobody here
knows. The prevailing opinion is that Hobson,
always ready with somo Ingenious acheme,
presented a plan to th Admiral showing how
th corking up of Cervera could best be accom-
plished, and naked that the distinction of at-
tempting to carry It out be given him. Admiral
Sampson's despatch, like most official messages.
Is dovold of details. Regret Is expressed that
he did not Include in his telegram tho names ot
the seven gallant enlisted men who accompa-
nied the young naval constructor on tbe Merri-
mac. All the officials want to honor them as
they aro honoring their commander, and naval
officer say there Is nothing too Rood for them.
Hobson'a intrepidity will be recognized, as waa
Dewey's and his commanding ofTlcers, and nil
tho sevon enlisted men will undoubtedly receive
substantial promotion.

In accordance with tho request of Admiral
Sampson, steps ere taken Immedlntely to se-

cure tbo exchange of Naval Constructor Hobson
nrd his crow. Secretary Algor and Mr. Allen,
the Assistant Socretary of tho Navy, hnd an
lutervlew on the subject this afternoon with
President MoKlnley, and nrrangemente wero
made for securing the rolease of tbe eight
American for an equal number ot the Spanish
officers and soldleta in confinement at Fort
McPherson, near '.Usnta, Os. A telegram
was sent by the Navy Department to
Admiral Sampson, giving him authority to
effect an oxchnngo, aud an arrangement nlll bo
made with Captoln-Oencra- l Illanco by nhlch
tb Spanish prlsouors will bo turticd oor to hi in
at tbo samo time that Hobson and the suvcji
bluejacket are turned over to Admiral
Sampson. Much favorablo commont has
been caused by Cervera's magnanimity
in agreeing to exchange Hobson and the
other American captives. "In recognition of
their bravery," to Quote Admiral Sampson's
official despatch. Corverl resided In Washing-
ton a number of years aco as naval attache of
the Spanish Legation. He is remembered kindly
by those who know him. He understands Amer-
icans and their wars, aud left many frionda
hero. Everybody who has had acquaintance n Ith
Constructor Hobson agree! that be 1b one ot the
cletorest men nho ever was graduated from tho
Naval Academy. .

Llkoniost geniuses Constructor Hobson is re-

garded as peculiar. Mon nho were at the
Naval Academy whllo he was (here aay his
classmates at first attempted to make life mleer-era-

for the quiet, studious boy, but found
that he could resent their actions in
a way that niado them desist before he
had been in the Academy verr long. He
was only 15 years old when he went to
Annapolis, and his most marked characteristic
wns his use of words seldom In tbe vocabulary
of a youngstor of his ago. Una of his classmates
said that llobsun was hazed a great neal
In bla plrbe year, and many a dignified officer
bad th honor ot standing him on hi bead and
making him do all sorts of ridiculous thing In
tbe basing curriculum. One day Hobson re-

sented tbe annoyance to which he was subjeoted
by older cadet in theso words:

"I do not desire, and neither will I tolerate,
any moro of your scurrilous contumely."

At another tlmo Hobson waa flsbing from th
end of th old Sante wharf, and a passing
classmate askod him what he wa doing.
" Merely Indulging In piscatorial pur-

suit," said the future hero of the Merrl-
mao exploit. But whllo other cadets had
fun at hi expsns, Hobson plodded away aad
graduated from the Academy second In his
class. He was tb Captain of Company A of tho
Cadet jlattallon. His choice of tb Construc-
tion Corps was not surprising to his friends, for
It offered opportunity for the pursuit of mathe-
matical studies.

Mr. Hobson I not yet 28 years of age. II was
born Aug, 17, 1S70, In Qreenshoro, Halo county,
Ala., where he attended the Southern Universi-
ty, graduating at tbe head of bis class. Then ho
wanted to go to the Naval ActUtmy, and
the chance was afforded vhen Col. Hilary A.
Herbert, tho lteprrsantntlv In Congress from
the Montgomery district, had a vacancy at tho
Academy to fill. Col. Her belt and Judge Hob-io- n

of Moblio, tho father of tbe Constructor,
wero in tbe ume regiment In tbe Confederate
Army, Theyfouxbt side by sido at the battle
ot ahirusburg. Col. Herbert bold a competitive
examination and young Hobson mado the
hlrhcst percentage. He received the appoint-
ment and nent to tbo Academy In Sep-
tember, 1885. After graduating, in lfjfio, the
yoangist man in blsclass, bona sent usaoudet
on tho flagship Chicago with a squadron ot
eiolutlou, and cruised in tho Mediterranean
and bouth American watere until October, 18D0.
Then he waa ordrrcd to a special course in
construction at Paris. H spent one rear
tbo Kcolo National Superleuro du Mlaes and
tvto years at tho fitole Application!) du Oenlo
Maritime. In tho summer mon tbl be studied ship
ounslrucliou at tbe French Shipyards. Several
diploma for distinction were conferrtd oa him
by the French schools which ho attended, After
visiting the Kngllsli shipyards, he returned to
tbo United States in December, 1803, and wu
on duty at th Navy Department as an Assist-
ant Naval Constructor from January, 1891, to
April, 181)3. During that time ho wroto a num-
ber of papers on technical subject which

wide attention,
In 1HUS and the following year he wa on

duty at tbo HrooMyn Navy Yard, and In the
summer of 1800 nent to sea withCommodol
Dunce's squadron. It wa Mr. Hobson who pro-
posed the establishment of a

course at tho Naval Academy for cadet who
Intended to enter the Construction Corps.
Defor that time all constructors were
educated abroad. Mr. Hobson was placed
In charge ot th courso, and through that means
he found a way ot going with Admiral Samp-

son's squadron Just beforo tho war began. It
was hli Idea that constructors should be as-

signed to ea duty In time of hostilities on ac-

count of thtlr knowledge of construction of
ships, which would enable them to point
out th vital parts ot an enemy's vessels
aud thus materially assist commanding
officers In conducting engagements. Ho
also succeeded In having his class of
construction student assigned to the squadrons
engaged In operations. Last April he wa as-

signed to the flagship New York, and was on
tbat vessel when he volunteered to tak the
Merrlmao Into the entranc channel of Santiago
Day. Recently he performed the duties of con-
structor for tho fleet at Key West, and directed
tbe construction work ot th naval station at
that place,

Mr. Hobson wrote a number of essays on
naval topics. Hi most noted paper wa en-

titled, "The Situation and Outlook In Europe,"
and dealt with military, naval, and political
subjects. This was published In "Tbe Pro-
ceedings of the United States Naval Institute"
In January, 1805, and attractod considerable
attention abroad. Whon the China-Japa-

war began Mr. Hobson applied for duty with
tbo Japanese fleet In order that ho might
observe th affect of projectiles In vessel of
modern construction. He wa jianiod for tho
duty by Secretary Herbert, hut at tho last
moment his orders were revoked. The revo-
cation nas attributed variously to tho opposi-
tion of line officers, nho bellovod that ono of
their number should have tho assignment, and
to the prematura publication of tbo fact
tbat he wa solng with the Japanese fleet,
which it was reported caused the Government
at Toklo to rescind Its psrmisslon for fear that
other nations would bo offended over tb privi-
lege given the United States. He also applied
for observation duty In the Oroek-TurklB- h wnr.

In December, 1B00, when only UO years old, ho
was nominated by the Mexican Government to
represent It on tb commission of experts
to conduct trial and pass upon tbo Moxtcnn
vessel Dunnta Ouerro, built at Philadelphia.

Mr. Hobson Is of North Carolina stock. He Is
a great-nephe- of Gov. John Morcbeid of that
State, a grandson of Chief Justice Richmond
Pearson, a great-grandso-n ot Col. Williams,
Senator from Tennessee, and of Hugh Lawson
Wnlte of Tennessee, and n nephew of Richmond
Plerson, tho prosent Representative In Congress
from tho Ashevllle district of North Carolina.
HI father was Judge on tho Alabama bench,

Tbe Merrlmao was a steel single-scre-

tender, built at Newcastlo, England, in 1604,
and rebuilt by the John N. Robins Company,
New York, in November, 1807. She was
of the highest class in tbo Dritlsh
Lloyds and In tho American Record.
Her principal dimension were: Length,
830 feet; beam. 41 feet; depth from sido
of the deck to tbe top of the keel. 20 feel 10
inches; load draught, 24 feet; load displace-
ment, 7.500 tons; total dead weight capacity.
5,700 tons: indicated horso power. 1.D00; spoed
when loaded, lOHj knots; speed with light load,
ll'a, and could make 13 knots in balluit.
The Merrimac had two comolot steel
decks, stoel top gallant forecastle, steel
pilot bouse, steol wheelhouse aft, and
wood bridge. Her construction was such that
she could be used for carrying cattle and
stores, in addition to coal, amLwould have
plenty of space available for hospltnl purposes.
Sbo was purchased from the Hogan line of
steamers running out of Rnltlmore.

as sees Tiiitauau spashu F.Tr.a.

The? nattier Waddled the Parte Abaut the
allonlnir I p r the Slerrlwne.

5petnf Cable Dttvatch to TllK Sri.
Madrid, June 4. Tbe official announcement

Is made that an American cruiser, approaching
too close to I ho shore, has been sunk by tho
batterlee at Santiago de Cuba.

It is reported here that beflidos tbo vessel
(unk at tb mouth of Santiago harbor, th
Spanish batteries toriously damagod two Amer-
ican Ironclads. Tbo affair Is described as a bril-
liant Spanish vlotory.

The Spanish official report ot the second en-

gagement at Santiago contains the following:
"An armed transatlantic Haer and a cruiser

tried to fores an entrance Into Santiago barbor.
The transatlantic slsaiaer was either torpedoed
or sunk by tho fire of a battory. Admiral Cor-ver- a

personally saved an American officer from
dronnlng, which proves the closeness of tbo

ngagemcnU Most ot th crew were drowned.
Tbe batteries reported that they damaged the
cruiser, which withdrew."

Tba official telegram reporting the engage-
ment at Santiago says: "The mines guarding
tbe entrance to tbe harbor were exploded, and
simultaneously fire was opened uron the two
vessels from Morro Fort, tho Itolna Mercedes,
and Boccpa Castle. The Merrlmao waa sunk,
and tho cruiser retlrod Immediately. One off-
icer and seven sailors are In our hands. We had
no casualties,"

Further despatches add: "Th Merrlmao and
the cruiser advanced under tbe cover of the
Iowa's fire, whereupon two torpedo-boa- t destroy-
ers, under tho protection of tbe flroof tbe Alml-rant- e

Oquendo, which carried Admiral Cervera's
flag, torpedoed the Merrlmao and sunk her. The
prisoners were taken on board tbe Almlrants
Oquendo."

The Ministry of Marine has received a laronlo
menage from Admiral Ctrvera, dated yester-
day, expressing his thanks for the Government's
congratulations. According to Seflor Aunon,
Alluiitarof Marine, Cervera does not allude to
any recent events.

UATTl'S YERSIOS OF THE SEWS.

A Pew Mere Detnlle That Caiae Oror tbe t'abla
rrem Santiago.

Spteiat Cablt Dttpateh to Ts Sea.
Poor xv Phincb. Haytl, June 4. Further

advices rrefhed here from Santiago do Cuba
lonQrui tb statement cabled yesterday that
the American steamer Mi rrlmac had been sunk
by a torpedo whllo attempting to enter tbe har-
bor there.

What tbe object was in sending the vessol Into
the chunnel known to bo mined Is not knowu
here, but Hi (iippoied that the commander of
tbe American fleet was carrying out somo
stiaieglcal plan when be despatched the Merrl-
mao on her pel lloua mission.

The report Is also confirmed tbat sight men
wore captured from the Merrlmao by the Span-lai-

an officer, an engineer, and six seamen,
From the information received here it Is thought
lint the prisoner were uninjured by the i.x
plosion whiib destroyed their ship.

If tho Merrlmao sank In th channel It I

scarcely probable tbat Admiral Cervera's squad- -

V rou will be ablo t leave tho harbor, nhiloattho
iame tlmo tbo American warships will be
unabl to enter.

Further new from Santiago I awaited with
much interest, a It Is hollered that a big battl
baa bean fought ther.

OVJt VT.EZT nF.hOltE SANTIAGO.

Tb Spaniard. Maw uu or or Sblpe ea Friday
aad Onl, IT lealerdar.

SarefaJ Caste XKoafen lo Till So.
CUrxIlAYTlKN, Juno 4. Advice from Santi-

ago nre to the etlect that twenty American war-
ships wero lounlrd cruising before that port
yesterday, among tbeui being five battleships.
To-da- only seventeen ships were seoa.

003IFO11T roil 1IIR USEMT.

Madrid ttrjnlcr Uerause rjinnetl Papier Say
U Ar Tired or the Wnr.

Fiiiclal Cable .! to TH Bci.
MitiniD, Juno 4. Th entlro press Is oxnltlng

over an article published In tho Paris edition of
the New York Herald advocating peace. All of
the newspapers interpret It as meaning that tho
United State Government I appalled at tho
magnltudo of the struggle and Isnnxlous to es-
cape from a terrible dilemma.

The Aoca says tho Ittrald confesses that tho
United Ststes is beginning to tire of the wnr,
which waa provoked by th sonsattonal press;
that President MclClnley Is becoming unpopu-
lar, and that publlo opinion is inclined toward a
restoration of peace.

The iJjioca continues: "lfth Herald really
adheres to theso opinion we willingly indorso
the statements It has made, hollering them to
be sincere. A nation so great and poworful as
the Lhlted States would los nothing by rec-
tifying any error sbo may have comndttod.
We will go further and confess that the Incli-
nation for peace Is predominant In Spain. Wo
are equally convinced that there is no valid
reason for war except the defence of Spain's
dignity, which has been outraged by Intolerable
Imposition. Everybody here deplore the hor-
rors of war, but nobody covet peace unless It
shall be secured upon honorable terms."

Tho other nowspapors also welcoui tho
Herald's declaration as a presage of poaoo upon
terms favomble to Spain.

There Is no confirmation of the rumors of im-
pending peace. Despite Seflor 01 run's deolarn-tlo-n

that Spain would not refuse nn honorablo
solution, It Is understood that tbe only condition
of peace acceptable at present Is tbo restoration
of the ttatut ono anfe.

sazii'sos a. coitMovortrt 300s.
A Aotlna near Admiral Ha Command the

last Powerful Hoot la the aarx.
Wabhikotok, Juno 4. Acting

Sampson will bocome a Commodore on
July 3, upon the retirement of Rear-Admlr-

William A. Klrkland, at present eenlor nfflcor
ot tho acrvlco on tbe active list. Admiral
Sampson Is now tho senior Captain of tbe navy,
having been advanced to that grade bv the pro-
motion of Commodore Downy to the rank of

l. He remains the Junior Commo-
dore until next Novomber, when Commodore
Norton retires, and thus makes ono number for
him. Admiral Klrkland is the first officer of
the navy from the South to be th Benior offi-

cer of the whole service since Iho war, and Is
one of the few officers of tho navy of high rank
appolntod from a Southern Stnto. Tho Ad-
miral halls from North Carolina, and says ho
Intends returning to bis old home when he gives
uo active service. Now he 1 commandant of
the Maro Island Navy Yard, and within two or
three weeks Is to bo detached from duty pre-
paratory to retirement under tbe nge'limlt. Ad-
miral Miller, now commanding the Paclflo sta-
tion, then becomes senior officer, to remain o
until the lato nutumn, whon he, too, retires.
Then Admiral Slcard becomes the ranking offi-

cer. Of tho six Iteur Admirals, two only are in
command of rquadrons, ono of whom is Ad--

miral Dewoy and the other Admiral Miller.
Of tho six flog officers afloat, two are full Rear
Admirals, ono an noting Rear Admiral, and the
othsrs Commodores. The junior offlocr on
tbe naval register, Admiral Sampson, com-
mands the most powerful fleet, and the senior,
Admiral Mtllor, has tho smallest. Admiral
Sampson exercise authority over soventy-sl- x

ve.sels, and Admiral Miller over three.

nr.Asco cut off mo si Madrid
All tbe Cable br Which He Communicated

with Spain Uav Ileen Cut.

WAaiUNOTON. June 4. It became known for
the first time y that telegraphic communi-
cation between Captain-Genera- l Blanco and tbe
authorities at Madrid bad been cut of! by
severing tho cable, thus entirely isolating
ths Spanish forces In Cuba from th
Government of Spain, don. Greely, Chief of
the Signal Corps of tbe army, who has charge of
all cable and telegraph lines, had authority
from the department about eight day ago
to fit out an expedition and to place it
under the direction of LIeut.-Col- . James Allen
and Capt. Martin Hellen, both of tbe Signal
Corps. No messages have passed over tho
French cable line from Santiago to Haytl alnce
7 o'clock last nigbt, Noword has yet been re-

ceived of the cutting of tbo Dritlsh cable leav-
ing Cuba by way of Jamaica, but ths officials
are satisfied that these, too, havo been cnt.

A steamship fitted for the expedition was se-

cured In New York and all the equipage neces-
sary for such a venture was takou aboard. Tbe
vessel arrived at Key West lost Saturday and
on Sunday morning started for the east end of
Cuba, and tbe work of grappling for tbe cable
began probably on Tuesday. All the latest

for locating tho cable wer ullltzod, and
within four days tbe object of the expedition
has been accomplished. Much credit is due to
Col. Allen and Capt, Hellen tor the promptness
with which tho work was executed.

Inasmuoh as the cutting ot cables is a war
measure, It Is notoxpected that any complica-
tions will arise. The foot that tho lines must be
cut within tho three-mil- e limit was borne In
mind by tbe commander of the expedition.

PRESS ItO ATS OUT OF DASOEn.

Tbey Are Ordered to Hetlre Ten Mile On" Ban-
ting iieblud Our Pleel.

5pcefa! Caof. Vupateh to Thk Svx.

IClNOBTOK, June 4. On Thursday evening
tho press boats, which havo been keeping clos
company with the Amerlcnn fleet since Tues-
day's bombardment, wore ordered to retire ten
miles oft Santiago.

This order waa doubtless due to the feeling
among the naval officers that tbs presence of

in tho thick of the fight was a
drawback to them, and that It would best lie
overcome by aondlng them a distance off shore,
where their safety would cause no anxiety on
board tb warahlps.

This action was taken by the correspondents
to mean that a battle impending, and Inter
their belief wa confirmed when tbe American
fleet, numbering fifteen vesels of all classes,
prepared for action tbo earns night.

irrtf rnr.Y svanihii WAnsnivni
Tbo Steamer Altai llaa Aoroea Tbera a Uttl

West or Haiti.
Special Catle Vnpatth to Tub Sua.

KiNiismx, Jamaica, June 4. Tb steamer
Altai, which arrived here report having
seen four Spanish warabip oft the Island of
Navaasa on Wednesday.

Navassa is a small Island between Jamaica
and Haytl and about foity miles west ot tho
Haitian coast. Ther is a large probability of
error In this report,

Tbe Harvard at Klagetea.
Sptrtal Cable fieipatel lo Tas Son.

Port ao Pkincx, Haytl, Jun 4, According
to a despatch from Kingston, Jamaica, tbe
I'nlled States auxiliary oruiser Harvard ha
arrived there.

Two American vets aro at Uol St, Nicolas.

Jul? Cenpoaa aa Spain's Uebt I lie Paid.
tpttlal Cable Dupatoh to Tas lea.

Paris, Jun 4. Th Spanish Financial Dele-
gate here baa been laformod by his Government
tbst the July coupons of the exterior debt will
U paid la (Taldea July L,

SPAIN IN DIRE CONDITION. I

T.OSD OJV ASD N ADlt ID TA n n I
oLoojur riittra of hex vi.iour. S

Itneeome Irlorenad sinre lloprlne Overture f
rnr Peace Woald Prnbablj lie siada tr tba J
tllltarrl'artr Hid Not In.let That Ibe Arms' k

Hat a a Chance ta ntrlta the Manila Drrene t
Sfictal Cubit Deipateh to Tub Set 5

Losdos, Juno4.-T-ho descriptions of tho sit- - 'i
uatlon in Madrid and throughout Spain ro- - ?.

eclved In lomlon ore of tho gloomiest uosilblo l
character. Most of tbe correspondents lake an e

altogether hopeless t lew of Spain's affairs. The i
staff writer of tho lhitlu Teleuni)ih, under the 1
caption of "Tho Coming Catastrophe," snrs that J
Spain stands 011 tho brink of an abyss finni V
which escapo seem ImpoMdblo, and death wllh i'
dignity Is tbo only hope. Tbo rottcnnosi of th ';
whole political j stem and not the unequal con- -

test with tho I'nttod States In declared lo bo th
true cause of tho coming political triiu-ody- . -

Castolar' article, which has mado mch a stir
In Madrid this week, Is not nn extreme utter- - tancc. Ho Is outspoken enough to inrludo th ?

crown with tho Cabinet a tcsponslblo for th "Impending disaster, '''his Is his language:
"If further error aro committed, there is no ,

doubt that wo shall hao ut the supremo 111 c-- l
meat ot national anguish our own .Sedan. I j
must Bay this: j

"Tbo Court mixes Itself Joo much with poll 1

cal affairs, und thereby Is compromised by the '
Incapacity of the head of the Government. The 5

Court likewise Is compromised by tho Pope. 1

The Court has shown a prtforenco for Oonornl
like Polavloja to tbo detriment of others llko J
Weylcr. Tho Court h.ie committed us 10 In- - !

direct foreign Inter cntlon. Now, tho Court i
wroug In following tho Hue of policy taken by 1
tho French Court In 17IU. 'I hodoiiietlc crisis J

continues and now alTocU Individuals in higher
position than tue Mlnlsiir. t

CaBlelar hero quulu. tbo rumor that tho
Queen Regent ha proposed lo ahdlcnte la i

favor of unothcr regoncy to wnrd off tho com- - i

Ing danger. Continuing, ho taj a: "Tho Queen '5
Regent considers that it la impossible for her to j
sign a treaty of pcaco tcsultliig in Iho loss of a
part ot tbe Spanish territory without incurring
for lierBelf and her eon gravo risks. The posi-
tion of Maria Crlatlna in tho circle of her rola- -

Is precisely tbo samo us tnat ot .Mario An-
toinette. In the palace tho Queen Regent is '

generally designated as tho Austrian more than
among tho people Tho Queen ItCKOnt really
bolioves that a Spanish Princess at the head of
affair could steer clear of difficulties, making h
heavy and perilous sacrifices that would involve I
tho fall of an Austrian Regent, anit as tho Span- - t
isb Coustitiitiou rcquiroa that tho Prlnccse who i
may be called to the regency be designated In
en unequivocal manner, tbe Infanta Isabella
stands llrst on the list. Tho Infanta is tho sister- -

ot Cristlna, Is a Madrllefiu born nud '

bred, and ho naturally nil the national habits
and predilections that Cristlna could novcr .
make her own. Tho Queen Regent believes
that In confiding tho reins of government 10 .''
Isabella, Alfonso XIII. may be saved from th. Ji
dancers that now threaten, a " bat Spain inj ,
at last obtain the dealt' Tho Ministers 7P
deny this, but in WrW lenials it Is gen- - ierallj credited. T, " . Dcnotrales doeper jfl
and deeper, and as wo aro on tbo way 10 a rassai
prompt denouement, lot u"bop that thl do-- , "31
nouement will not entail a great catastrophe." ilHEuropean nowppcr havo boon rather bus- - 1 SaH
lly discussing fresh schemes of Intervention by tilB
the powers In tho war. Most of theso stats- - ( IH
ments go wide of tho mark and betray rldlcu- - I vH
lous Ignoranco. The position bn not been ma- - H
terially altered reotmtly. What obango there Is V
seams to work for peace, because it has occurred V
lu Madrid, where tbo Ministerial politicians ar V '
beginning to pluck up courage and look facts In V

tbo face. The Impression is growing there that VJ
earthquakes will not necessarily follow tho con- - s '
elusion of eace basod upon tbe independenca i
of Cuba. Tho Queen Regent Is prepared, for f
herself und her son, to take the risk ot paying 1

for peace with Cuba and a wnr indemnity. Iu A

this she has been encouraged by tho counsels of ,
the Pope, th Crar, and the Kmporor'of Austria,
who have lnformod the pretender, Don Carlos, .'

that If ho should sucioed In stealing tlu Span- -

Ish crown they will not recognize his right to
wear it. Nobody is now afraid of thoropubll- - j
can bogey.

In all probability overtures for peace would I
have reachod Washington a fortnight ago wero
it not for tho objections of the strong military ,

party In Madrid. Men like Martinez Campos I

and Wcylor are saying that Manila ha
brought shame to tbo nation, and tho honor of
the army requires tbat the Spanish soldier
have an opportunity of showing their martial a
qualities. In truth, there Is not a Spanlnrd ot n
any pretensions to Intelligence who does not be- - !

lievo tbat tbe American army of invasion will J
got a good drubbing In Cuba. Evory army ottl- - 1
cer ia fiortcly and ageroaslvely confident of th ;

superiority of the Spanish soldiers now In Cuba jj
over any forco tho United States will bo able jj
to send ugalnst them before t he end of thl year. vi

Tbey declaro, therefore, tbat the army must (j
havo a chance to vindlcato the national honor. :

even though this should indefinitely prolong jj
the war, and Spain should lute the remainder ;

of her fleet and the Philippines. The Indies- - ,;

tlon are that tho military party will '4
hao Its tay.

ItEJOICI.SdS IS MADRID. fi

Tbey Sen Platter Tor Hprclal Thank la Oar J&

Own lllnwlns Up or the Merrlraao.
Xptclal dibit Uttpateh ta Thk But ,r

MAnnit), Juno 4, Jn the Chamber of Deputies ,

y Kefior Sllvelo, tbe Conservative loader, . V

congratulated tbe Government upou tho tldinga i,
of Spanish victory received from Santiago de J
Cuba. 1

SefiorSalmeron, tbu Republican loador. pro- - jj
posed that a congratulatory measage bo sent to f(
tbe military ami naval forces in Cubs, This wa &
agreed to unanimously. If

Softor Aunon, Minister of Marine, says thr.i
th wreck of the Merrimac does not imped Jj
navigation ut the entrance - Santiago Hay. Tho ','

coal that la 011 board the wi k may be rccov- -

ered aud ueod by thoSpanis warships. 4

itvssiAS Aitnan 10 spais.
It le SuSKeetrd Tbat Nbei Nk rtirapnaa Inter- -

veullea ta BCnd the liar f
Sptetal Cable DetpnttK to Tn Sun. 3

St, PhTKKaliL 110, Juno 4. --Tho .Voroe Vremyn
advise Spain to ecek European intervention in I
the war with the I'nited States, It eaj: i
"Spain cannot win, and sho may losoeveri j
thing except hi r honor, 1

"Tho sympathy of lh European powers Is l
doubtless on tho blue of Spilu. At tho samo 1
time, it is Impossible to Ignore tbe fact that her I
position In this unequal struggle Is almost hope- - f
lees. Atlor atCuba it of no such value tbat fl

Spain should exhaust tier resources for Its sake."

HLAHMCMSCt UOMUr..

tlaure rlerorle Hie Alleged Heller Tbat II
mil right Our Aran,

Sjxcfal CaSle Vnputeh to Ths Sup '

MaphID, Juii 4. Captain Uuueral Rlanco M

Ulegrsph from Havana tbat In consequence of
quarrel between the insurgent leaders, Garcia
and Guinea, tb belief Is growing that Gemes
will lead hi forces against th Americans. 1

II


